[image: image1.jpg]


Château de Saint-Loup

History of the Castle 
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The fabulously wealthy Gouffier family who owned the Château de Saint-Loup were also the Marquis of Caravaz in Italy, the family that inspired Charles Perrault to write Puss in Boots: indeed, the domains of the Marquis de Carabas were just as extensive in reality as they were in the story, stretching 60 kilometers from Loudun to Bressuire!


T
he Château of Saint-Loup is a jewel of France's architectural heritage and an important site in the history of Poitou. Possessor since the Middle Ages of an elaborate ornamental potager, it was enhanced in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries through the creation of wooded parkland and sumptuous gardens, which had fallen into decay over recent years.

The grounds, which have survived more-or-less intact, are now undergoing a restoration program for the pleasure and edification of all: the primary objective is a faithful recreation of the park and gardens as they were in the middle of the eighteenth century, based on detailed plans dating from the period.
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The restoration of the gardens of the Château de Saint-Loup was designated a "European Pilot Project" by the European Union in 1993.

On entering the main gates of the Château, you see to your right, the original Keep, dating from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and in front of you, the seventeenth-century Château.

The town of Saint-Loup, because of its strategic position at the confluence of the Cébron and Thouet rivers, and at the frontier between the plains of Poitou and the rolling farmland of the Gâtine, was surrounded very early on by a chain of military defenses, including the Château as its northern link. The first documented evidence, dating from the eleventh century, names Drogon as the first Lord of Saint-Loup.

THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

The medieval period was dominated by the de Dercé family, originally from the Loudun area, one of whose members was responsible for the construction of a fortress. The Keep is all that remains of this, comprising the fourteenth-century square tower on the right and the adjoining fifteenth-century buildings on the left, which were remodeled in the nineteenth century in the troubadour style.
The Black Prince imprisoned the French king, Jean le Bon, in the Keep after the battle of Poitiers in 1356. Note the ring of machicolations that crowns the square tower, and the high wooden cross pieces, which supported the hoardings. A portcullis protected the entrance to the tower. 

The Keep has been renovated to provide chamber d'hôte (bed and breakfast) accommodations in medieval style, many rooms complete with four-poster beds. 

THE RENAISSANCE

During the Renaissance (1518), it was Artus Gouffier, the king's chamberlain, who became owner of the property. His family also owned the Château of Oiron, 19 kilometers away. It was Claude Gouffier and his son Louis who, between 1609 and 1626, built the Château that you see today. 

With its plan in the shape of a letter "H," in honor of the king, Henri IV, the two wings are characterized by their distinctive features and independent roofs, while the central pavilion is crowned by a bell tower. These elements are typical of the style of architecture prevailing at the start of the eighteenth century, known as "Louis XIII." 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
Until the time of the Revolution, the lords of Saint-Loup were wealthy and lived a lifestyle that preserved the allure and importance of the Château through the centuries. Among them were Nicholas Lepage (1645), a king's counselor and treasurer extraordinaire, and, at the start of the eighteenth century (1708), Jacques Boyer de la Boissière, General Receiver of Finance for Brittany. His son, Jean-Baptiste, further enhanced the property. 

In 1767, the Château was sold to Jean Haran de Borda, farmer general, who bequeathed it to his nephew Jean d'Abadie in 1772. The d'Abadie family retained the Château until 1894, at which time they sold it and divided up the furniture and contents.

The Maussabré family then owned it until the death of the last Maussabré, the Countess Gilberte de Maussabré, in 1983. She left the Château to the League Against Cancer, which then sold a part of the property to the entertainers Chantal Goya and Jean-Jacques Debout. They, in turn, sold it in 1990 to Count Charles-Henri de Bartillat, who now lives in the Château.

