The Marquis of Carabas

[image: image1.jpg]



	London is rife with impoverished French nobility who have escaped the horror of the French revolution and journeyed to England to enlist the help of their fellow Catholics. Quentin de Morlaix, already sympathetic to these disenfranchised French aristocrats, finds that he too has his own personal reasons to pray for an end to the Revolution. He sets off for France, and enters a life of confusion, mystery and suspense - and bloody execution.


I

n later literature, the author Rafael Sabatini derived the main character and title for his book The Marquis de Carabas from Perrault’s  Puss in Boots (see hereunder). The Marquess of Carabas is a character in Benjamin Disraeli's novel Vivian Grey. 

The Marquis de Carabas is also the title of the third episode of the TV-series FLCL, in which, rather appropriately, the cast performs "Puss in Boots" as a school play. One of the females remarks as to how the paradox of living a lie eventually makes it the truth, a reference to her own squeaky-clean image. 

In the BBC TV series and later novel Neverwhere, both written by Neil Gaiman, there is a character who calls himself the Marquis de Carabas. In the novel, the character has decided to name himself after an imaginary Marquis and to create of him a figure of legend. 

The Marquis de Carabas

a book by the author

Rafael Sabatini

The Marquis of Carabas
The Marquis of Carabas is one of Sabatini's later and best known works, first published in 1940. The French Revolution is at its height, Robespierre and the Committee of Public Safety at their bloodiest, London is crowded with impoverished French émigré nobility when Quentin de Morlaix becomes involved in the efforts of the Marquis de Puisaye to raise in England the Royal and Catholic Army which will sail to France, join the Chouans, overwhelm the Republic and restore the monarchy. 

The restoration of the monarchy is not Quentin's only interest. As London's finest Master at Arms he discovers he is heir to the French Marquisate of Chavaray. Spurred on by his love for Germaine de Chesnieres and the persuasions of de Puisaye he sets off for France to reclaim his title. Even before his arrival he is aware of the hostility of the Chesnieres family, who had thought themselves heirs to the Marquisate, and Quentin finds himself in danger of his life in amongst the war, confusion and intrigue of the Revolution, and of the Chesnieres. 

Sabatini's mastery of the sweep and excitement of historical fiction is at its best in the events, which follow. Whether it be among the guerilla warfare of the Chouans - the citizen partisan army - the dissolute and effete émigré force, or among the former crumbling glories of the estate of the Chesnieres, the suspense sustained puts this book amongst the best of historical novels.
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