Joyce Levinsohn

Joyce Levinsohn’s unwavering passion for the performing arts is deeply entrenched in the belief that interactive theatre is an integral part of the human experience - the means by which actors and audiences choose to participate in the unfolding scenarios which theatre provides; many of which often mirror real life.

In 1953, Levinsohn obtained a Teacher’s Diploma from the Royal Academy of Dancing, London; and a year later, in 1954, she graduated from Trinity College, London with a Licentiate Speech and Drama Teacher’s Diploma. 
Growing young minds through quality interactive children’s theatre has always been one of Joyce’s central goals. As the Director of Sandton Speech and Drama Centre, which she opened in 1961, she was able to actualise her talents in adapting and directing popular children’s literary classics for the stage. Within the context of the private drama classes she ran, she focused on cultivating the oral communication skills of her pupils and empowering them with the confidence to express themselves. 

 

Joyce Levinsohn became a pioneer and the forerunner of professional children’s theatre in South Africa with the establishment of Children’s Theatre Productions in 1976. The Company was run on the lines of a professional adult theatre company. Children’s Theatre Productions afforded young, emerging actors the opportunity to perform alongside seasoned professionals.

With the founding of the Johannesburg Youth Theatre Trust as a non-profit educational theatre trust in 1989/90, and Joyce’s appointment as Executive Director, came the recognition of the Johannesburg City Council, which granted the Trust a 50-year lease on a heritage site in Parktown, Johannesburg.  Two historic houses on a property, which is situated on all major bus and taxi routes fulfilled Joyce’s dream of providing all of Gauteng’s children, irrespective of socio-economic circumstances, with an easily accessible theatre environment in which creative energies are channelled to encourage cognitive development, life skills and literacy.

As from January 2005 Joyce Levinsohn has been appointed Artistic Director of the JYT.

The JYT’s outreach programmes include taking theatre to children in the townships. ‘Songs and Tales under African Skies’ has been seen by thousands of disadvantaged children to date. Other life-skills programmes include “Little Bear”, which deals with the prevention of child sexual abuse; “Teens, Aids and Drugs” focuses on the challenges of the teenager; “I am Special Person” shows how the development of self-esteem can become a buffer against bullying. By fostering a culture of art appreciation, language and literature amongst the youth, Joyce Levinsohn has become synonymous with the staging of children’s productions in South Africa.

Joyce Levinsohn received the Vita Award in 1989/1990 for her “contribution to the growth of quality children’s theatre, and helping build theatre audiences of the future.” In 2000/2001 she was honoured with The Arts and Culture Lifetime Achievement Award “for her dedication and positive contribution to the development of excellence in children’s theatre through the use of the arts, storytelling and music.” Joyce was also a runner-up in the Shoprite Checkers Woman of the Year Awards. Earlier this year she received the coveted TMSA Lifetime Achievement Award and, on the same night, collected a Naledi Award for her innovative adaptation and stage production of the beloved children’s classic, ‘Charlotte’s Web’. 

Under the direction of the undisputed architect and doyenne children’s theatre in South Africa, the JYT has consistently delivered an imaginative year-round repertoire.  Through the years it has been the intention of the JYT to give its patrons – both children and adults – a variety of styles and substance. This, Joyce and her team have most definitely achieved. From the realistic to abstract realism: from Victorian Toy Theatre to Japanese Kabuki Theatre: from French mime to African traditional style: each of the four productions presented during last year carried its unique educational elements. 

 
