MEDIA STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COOL CAT TO ENTERTAIN FOR LONGER

Following on previous communiqués, The Palace in Faraway Land today announced that the modernized production of the Perrault classic ‘Puss in Boots – The Ogre Hunter’ – now on at the Johannesburg Youth Theatre in Parktown, would have its run extended by one week. The production will now come to an end on Saturday 23 March 2005.  .

Palace Spokesperson, Sydwell Koopedi says: “Audiences have just fallen in love with the reconstructed cat that declared himself ‘The Ogre Hunter’.” 

“This adapted, updated and contemporised version of ‘Puss in Boots – The Ogre Hunter’ is yet another JYT production that both entertains and educates. This approach is aimed at empowering young people from all socio-economic backgrounds to deal with the overwhelming problems, choices, responsibilities and pressures they are presented with every day.” 

Fantasy Baroness, Joyce Levinsohn, who recreated the classic adds: “With this in mind, the JYT created what is referred to as a “play within a play” where roles are cast, characters developed and the stage is set before the story starts to unfold. The aim, simultaneously, is to illustrate, to educate and to entertain the audience. 

“The character of ‘Puss’ – also known as Master Cat in the classic – had to be carefully re-crafted from the original. In this account the cat has become very ‘hip’ with lots of ‘attitude’ and is given the added name of the ‘The Ogre Hunter’ – a reference to the Shrek movies and the usage of terms, which young audiences can readily identify with.”

This version of the show portrays a “resourceful” cat that eventually wins his master the Princess’s hand.  The cat, heroically, also triumphs over the meanest ogre ever known, thereby obtaining his master one of the most splendid castles in the Kingdom. The morals of the original story, created by Charles Perrault, however, remain central to the JYT’s modernised version of this classic tale.
‘Puss in Boots – The Ogre Hunter’, while educational, also is filled with all the fun, laughter, music and romance that makes for exciting modern youth theatre. Style and imagination is integral to this staging where the emphasis is on engaging the imaginations of the onlookers.

 ‘Puss in Boots’ opens will run at the Johannesburg Youth Theatre, 3 Junction Avenue, Parktown, until Saturday, 16 April 2005. There is ample parking available within the grounds of the complex. Performances run from Mondays to Saturdays, either at 10:30am or at 2:30pm. 
Bookings are essential and can be made either directly at the Theatre [by phoning  (011) 484-1584/5] or at any Computicket outlet. Ticket prices are R40 for children and R50 for adults. For block bookings, birthday parties or specials, please phone the theatre. 

Johannesburg

Tuesday, 22 March 2005

NOTES TO EDITORS:


a. The Johannesburg Youth Theatre is a non-profit organization (NPO), registered as a Trust and with the aim of bringing interactive theatre, as an integral part of the human experience, to as many children from as many different South African cultural backgrounds and cultures as possible. Part of the JYT’s activities revolves around taking theatre to children in the townships and, its production of ‘Songs and Tales of Africa’, has been seen by thousands of disadvantaged children to date. The JYT Trust is totally dependant on grants and donations and, last year, in recognition of its successful outreach programmes, received money from the National Lottery Distribution Fund.

b. We enclose two Photographs. The Captions read as follows:

· Pic 1: Luckybouy Shametja as Puss the Ogre Hunter and David Krawitz as who plays the inventive cat's master, Jack.
· Pic 2: In the front is David Krawitz as Jack, Puss the Ogre Hunter's Master and Adel Pieterse as Princess Clarissa (she also doubles in the role of Lise). In the back we have Quintin Collett as in his role of the King (he doubles as The Meanest Ogre of All) and Luckybouy Shametja who plays the inventive cat, Puss. 
____________________________________________________________________

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

1. Visit our website on www.artslink.co.za/jyt
2. Sydwell Koopedi on 082 218 3833 o r 011 484 1577
