MEDIA STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COOL CAT CAUGHT CONNIVING WHILE KING COMMANDS CAST

Following on previous communiqués, The Palace in Faraway Land today revealed that the King has acceded to the demands of the reconstructed and updated cat from the classic Puss in Boots to be called the ‘The Ogre Hunter’.  Hence, the newly commissioned and modernized production, which opens at the Johannesburg Youth Theatre (JYT) in Parktown tomorrow, will carry the title ‘Puss in Boots – The Ogre Hunter’.

In the original classic by Charles Perrault, the cat is known as ‘Puss’ or the ‘Master Cat’.  Palace Spokesperson, Sydwell Koopedi says: “Once the new cat had been reconstructed and declared himself ‘The Ogre Hunter’ we had great difficulty in determining its true identity. In the end, His Majesty had to order the Court Physicians to perform a Cat-Scan and, in this particular production, it was found that the central manifestation is that of an Edu-Cat.”

Experts in the field explained last night that an Edu-Cat is normally associated with a “play within a play” where the aim, simultaneously, is to illustrate, to educate and to entertain the audience. 

“In this JYT contemporised version of its previous production, the script has been changed drastically to highlight the Edu-Cat, informing audiences on how a theatre works behind the scenes”, says Fantasy Baroness Joyce Levinsohn who once again has been commanded to further adapt the production. “The show will be presented with great style and an emphasis on engaging the imaginations of the onlookers.” 

The Baroness discreetly continues: “The Court Physicians have determined the cat’s identity and, through a further Pet Scan, it was found that the cat in reality is one of the senior courtiers who had been doing an impersonation all along!”

Sources close to the King have identified the courtier as being Faraway Land’s Official Court Jester, The Lord Luckybouy Shametja, who is known for his playfulness and artful impersonations. Apparently the King was most amused when, eventually, The Court Magician unmasked the clown that had hijacked the role of ‘The Ogre Hunter’!

His Majesty then decreed that The Lady Adél Pieterse would interpret both the roles of the Princess and Lise, with The Lord David Krawitz appearing as Jack - the cat’s master – and The Lord Quintin Collett portraying the King as well as the meanest Ogre ever known.

‘Puss in Boots’ opens its run at the Johannesburg Youth Theatre, 3 Junction Avenue, Parktown, on Monday, 18 March and run until 16 April 2005. There is ample parking available within the grounds of the complex. Performances run from Mondays to Saturdays, either at 10:30am or at 2:30pm. 
Bookings are essential and can be made either directly at the Theatre [by phoning  (011) 484-1584/5] or at any Computicket outlet. Ticket prices are R40 for children and R50 for adults. For block bookings, birthday parties or specials, please phone the theatre. 

Johannesburg

Monday, 14 March 2005

NOTES TO EDITORS:


1. The Johannesburg Youth Theatre is a non-profit organization (NPO), registered as a Trust and with the aim of bringing interactive theatre, as an integral part of the human experience, to as many children from as many different South African cultural backgrounds and cultures as possible. Part of the JYT’s activities revolves around taking theatre to children in the townships and, its production of ‘Songs and Tales of Africa’, has been seen by thousands of disadvantaged children to date. The JYT Trust is totally dependant on grants and donations and, last year, in recognition of its successful outreach programmes, received money from the National Lottery Distribution Fund.

2. The following documents are included:

a. Cast List

b. Background to the Actors

c. Background on The Marquis de Carabas

____________________________________________________________________

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

1. Visit our website on www.artslink.co.za/jyt
2. Sydwell Koopedi on 082 218 3833 o r 011 484 1577
